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Welcome to the Mathematics Department 

 

General Information 

We teach Mathematics because it is interesting, fun and beautiful.  We believe that 

with the right help, all students can enjoy and master Mathematics.  To achieve this, 

we make sure that our lessons include clear explanations as well as opportunities for 

collaboration, discussion and practice.  We also look for ways to help students to build 

links between topics and learn how Mathematics is applied in other fields of study.  

We work hard, often before and after school to help our older students achieve exam 

results that they can be proud of and can use to further their future careers. 

 

Approach to Teaching and Learning 

The dramatic improvement of educational research over the last few years means 

that it is an exciting time to be a teacher of Mathematics. We meet regularly and 

spend our time on activities that improve the quality of teaching and learning. 

Recently we have been looking at improving the quality of our explanations by using 

the techniques of direct instruction to break concepts down into simple steps. 

Alongside this we are embedding the use of low stakes testing and a mastery 

teaching cycle to improve the accuracy of AFL.  

 

Finally, we use the Sparx Homework and Classroom products to support our students 

learning and improve our teaching. Both of these have the potential to revolutionise 

your practice and impact. 

 

Accommodation and Resources 

There are eight teaching rooms for the members of the Department along with a 

Team room. The rooms are located in the same area which makes working together 

more straightforward.  Each room is fitted with a fixed data projector, visualiser and 

interactive whiteboard.  Each teacher has their own laptop.  

 

Curriculum 

We have a flexible approach to setting and do not believe in grouping students purely 

on ability. Our aim is to create teaching groups that enable all students to make the 

maximum progress.  We share our curriculum and scheme of learning with the other 

schools in Education South West. This enables us to use the very best ideas and 

resources from a wide group of teachers. We currently follow the Edexcel 

specifications at Key Stages 4 and 5. 

 

The Team 

There are seven of us in the team. We all teach across the ability and age range of 

Key Stages 3 and 4, and most of us are involved in teaching Post 16 students. We 

believe that it is important to keep ourselves fresh as teachers by exploring new ideas 

and deliberately trying to improve our teaching. As well as being a team within the 

school, we are also part of a wider Maths team across Education South West and 

regularly work with the other teams in the Trust. 
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